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Optometry education in Tianjin 
 
Abstract 
With changes in society’s needs, a system of optometry education has formed 
gradually in Tianjin, consisting of medical general higher education, professional 
education and education after graduation. 
 
1. Medical general higher education 
The Optometry College in Tianjin Medical University, set up in 1991, is the 
second oldest institution to offer optometric education. There are 398 three-year 
academic graduates, 138 five-year clinical medicine graduates (bachelor of 
medical science), and 30 four-year optometry graduates (bachelor of science) 
spread all over the country, with an employment rate of 100%. The curriculum 
emphasizes theory education and clinical practice training. There are 11 full-time 
faculty members in the College, of whom 72.7% are postgraduates and 73% have 
non-medical background (36% are from physical optics). The College possesses 
6 laboratories and 2 practice bases. 
 
2. Professional education 
The first academic education in optometry in China was set up at Tianjin 
Vocational Institute, which cooperated with Tianjin Eye Hospital. It has 1,096 
optometric graduates. The curriculum meets the national criteria. Faculty 
members consist of 50% full-time teachers (50% are of a high rank) and 50% 
part-time teachers. Renowned mainland and international specialists are invited 
to be visiting professors. There are 5 laboratories and 5 practice bases. 


